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R EPLY 


T'O THE 


Dean of Chicheſter's 
VINDICATION 


OF THE 


ore. and Teft Acts, &c. 


ST HE Bull abt the Conſti- 
Ry tution Unigenitus, ſcarce 
made a greater Noiſe in 
Harce, and other Parts of 
Ferope, than the Biſhop of 
RES) B:ygor s$ Sermon, before 
the KING, about deſcribing the Nature of 
the Kingdom of Chriſt, rais'd here in Great- 


Brt- 


And viſible. Kingdom here in this World, 


as * Ss © 


Britain: And' no doubt the Clamours of 
our . High-flying Clergy, (whoſe Hierar- 
chy they apprehended was ſtruck at by 
the Biſhop, has gone into all Parts of 
Chriſtendom, where Religion may be ſaid 
to be the Concern” of any Nation, or 
People ; the general Applauſe from all 
Perſons of 4 truly Chriſtlzu Spirit, and 
Calumnies of Otherz, to endeavour the 
Blaſting of the Biſhop's Character from 
it, ſoon led me into a Cutioſity for read- 
ing this Sermon, and to examine with all 
due Care, whether che whole Contextur 

of any particular Poſitions advane d in 

as twas repreſented by his Adverſaries, 
tended to ſap the Cogſtitutioa gf che 
Church of "England in particular, as eſta- 
bliſh'd by Lay, or elſe, ro ſubvert all 
Order and Geconomy in what ſome 
call Chriſt's vifible Church here upon Earth. 


Upon the reading it over, aud canGderiyg 


the whole impartially, as to the Scope, 


Deſign, and Intention of that noble Pre- 
late, in pitching upon that Text, anti gi 

ving it that Turn and Explication, Whie 

cou d not but (if it was poſſible) ener 
the Number of his Enemies, from Alle- 
ctions, and Paſſions, to give them a near 
er View of eſtabliſhing a more certain 


and which this Sermon obviates and 
8 FT r thwarts 


4 c 


44 mm. M0. DOD _—_ 


clar'd in 


3 other, beſides that of the Church of Zug- 


C73 
chwarrs from that Divine Spirit, which 
firſt mov d the Biſhop to ſequeſter his 
Thoughts from all Secular and Tempo- 
ral Intereſt, or Expectations, and to ſer 
fotth in the ſhining Light of the Goſpel, 
that Kingdom which Chriſt himſelf de · 
is Text was not of this World; 
as our Saviour exhorts in —_ Place, 
y wot up for your ſelves Treaſures 
4250 2 Math and Ruſt doth A 
and where Thieves break through ;—— but 
lay ap for your ſelves Treaſures in Heaven, 
where neither Moth nor Ruft can corrupt, 
&c. for where your Treaſure is, there will 


your Hearts be alſo,) and upon the Whole, 


I cou'd find nothing in it, but what 
(with Submiſſion to learned and unpreju- 
dic'd Divines,) I humbly conceive to be 
conſonant agreeable to the Natural 
Import, Senſe and Meaning of the Words 


: of the Text. 


I would be rightly underſtood, what I 
intend by the following Sheets, and from 
what Principles I was induced to write 
them. In the firſt Place, I am to declare 
to the World, that I am no Diſſenter, 
nor was I ever bred to any other Religi- 
on, nor do I profeſs or hold witch any 


lard, as by Law eſtabliſh'd; nevertheleſs, 


this oughr not to diveſt me of all Chriſti- 
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an Charity towards others; who from 


the Prejudice of Education, and Princi- 
ples infuſed, and Notions inſtilled by 
their Parents or Friends in their Infan- 
cy, (& quo ſemel eſt Imbuſa receus ſervabit 
odorem teſta diu) have the Misfortune to 


differ from this Church, of which I glory. 
32 


that I have the Happineſs to 

Member, and hope to die ſuch, in full 
Aſſurance of Salvation, as believing tlie 
Purity of her Doctrines, and the Decency 
of her Worſhip, fo far as they are a- 
greeable with Our Bleſſed Saviour and 
the Holy Scriptures. In the next Place, 
as J can affirm with Truth, that I never 


had the Honour to be acquainted with 


the Biſhop of Bangor in my Life, and he 
is a perfect Stranger to Me in his Per- 
ſon, for that I dont know that ever I 
ſaw him in my Life, to diſtinguiſh: him 
from another Man, I hope no Body then 
can have Grounds to ſay that I have 


wrote this for any Favour or Affection to 


the Biſhop's Perſon, utterly unknown to 
me as before-mention'd, and to whom T 
never directly or indirectly made any 
Application, upon the Account of any 
Intereſt whatſoever; nor do I know, that 
if a Man ſhou'd have any ſuch Aim, or 
View, that it could be in his Power to 
recommend, ſince' tis very obvious o_ 
8 is 


(F.) 

his Enemies have done all that was poſ- 
ſible, to libel, aſperſe and render him 
wicked, falſe and ridiculous, which are 
Characters, if to be imputed ro the Bi- 
ſhop of Bangor, not in this Reign availa- 
ble for the procuring or getting any Ho- 
nours or Preferments from His Majeſty, 
who regards only Piery, Integrity and 
Vertue. In the third Place, I have no 
particular Pique to the Reverend Dean of 
Chicheſter, for he is as great a Stranger 
ro me, as the Biſhop of Bangor, ſave 
that I believe by having ſeen him in his 
Pulpit, many Years ſince, and heard him 
preach, tis poſlible that I can (if I meet 
with him in the Street) diſtinguiſh him 
from another Man, and do him that Ju- 
ſtice, that IJ have heard him preach a ve- 
ry good Sermon, which J liked extraor- 
dinary well, both for Matter and Style; 
and JI am of Opinion in the main, that 
abſtracting the Man from the Dean, and 
taking him as a private Divine, and ex- 
empt from the Convocation, the Gentle- 
man is a Man of bright Parts, and I be- 
lieve ſound Learning; but the Misfortune 
is, that the . Zeal of the Lord 
hath eaten up the Houſe of Prayer. 

By which, I wou'd be underſtood, that 
his being bigotted with Notions that he 
has imbibed in his Education, for main- 

B raining 
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taining the Hierarchy and Power of the 
Church, as by Law eſtabliſhed, indepen- 
dent on the State, farther than what 
is neceſſary for its Protection, for which 
Purpoſe, the Corporation and Teſt Aﬀs 
were made; as the Dean has no Ground 
ro make any Argument about the Mat- 
ter, becauſe it does not admit of a Diſ- 
pute from any doubt that can be raiſed 
from the View and Deſign of thoſe Laws; 
J ſay, this Warmth, this Intemperance 
for the Church, from the popular Cla- 
mours and Outcrics that the Church of 
England as by Law ceſlabliſh'd, was in 
Danger from Diſſenters, Atheiſts, Deiſts, 
Socinians, Libertines, Free-Willers, Free- 
Thinkers, of whoſe Number, I truſt in 
God, I ſhall never be; as I thank the 
ſame God, that I never was tainted with 
any of their Notions, for believing them 
or diſcourſing upon them, otherways 
than for Argument fake, in talking about 
their Principles and Opinions ; from ſuch 
Impreſſions and Apprehenſions, J ay, 
tis plain that inſufferable Prejudices have 
taken Root in the Doctor's Mind, againſt 
all Sectaries that have fallen away, and 
ſeparated from the Church of England, 
as by Law ecſtabliſhd ; and JI cannot but 
lee, that he is or may be ſooner recon- 
ciled ro rhe Idolatry and Errors of 


the 
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of 
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(11) 


the Church of Rome, from which we have 
reform'd and ſeparated, than to any of 
the Proteſtant Diſſenters; for that he may 
think in the Church of Rome, there is 


© (tho' corrupred) yet ſomething of a viſi- 
ble Form of a Church notwichſtanding 
its * ſtill remaining, however al- 
tered by 

Whereas he may be of Opinion, that all 


umane Policy or Invention, 


Diſſenters have nothing in them but En- 


khuſiaſm, and an Obſtinacy of Spirit, 


and Rigour of Temper, to affe&t Novel- 
ties in Doctrine, and more in Diſcipline, 


ſor ſeparating from the Church of Exg- 
land as by Law eftabliſhd ; and indeed 
this at laſt ſeems to be the main Diffe- 
= rence between them, that is, certain Ce- 
remonies and Matters of Diſcipline, things 
which even our moſt ſtrict Divines grant 
are not the Eſſentials of Religion, nor 
abſolutely neceſſary to Salvation, nor 
may be abſolutely call d neceſſary in any 
other Reſpect, than that they will not 
part with them in Favour of ſuch as 
make a Scruple of Conſcience for obſer- 
2 ving them, and conforming with them; 
= whilſt thus they ſtick cloſe to one Rule 
of Sr. Paul, Let all Things be done with 
2 Decency and Order, they turn tail up- 
on another Rule of the ſame Apoſtle, 
not inconſiſtent with tlie former, and that 
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is, All Things are lawful, but all Things 
are not expedient. Whoever is in the 
Fault, whether the Diſſenters for not 
conforming, or the Divines of the Church 
cſtabliſh'd, for not relaxing ſomething 
of their Rigour and Strictneſs in Matters 
indifferent, yet it ſeems reaſonable that 
a Chriſtian Temper ſhou'd be kept on 
both Sides, and a Forbearance of all En- 
mity, Wrath, Emulation, Jealouſy, Con- 
tention and Railery between them; bur 
how can this be expected, whilſt like 
Ceſar, and Pompeys Faction, both Par: 
tics make a Civil War, for that Pompey 
coud admit of no Equal, and Cæſar was 
of too high a Spirit to ſuffer a Superior 
Power to be aſcendant over him 2 Whilſt 
I may be thought to clear my ſelf from 
all, Perſonal Favour, or Prejudice either 
to the Biſhop, or to the Dean, yer I am 
{till ſenſible that it may be objected, what 
I have wrote proceeds nevertheleſs from 
the Spirit of a Party, and that T may 
ſhew Partiality or Prejudice in the Cauſe, 
tho'T might ſtand as to my Thoughts, 
indifferent as to the Men. It is very hard 
for a Man in theſe Days, to look on 
both Sides, ſtand neuter, and take Part 
with neither, whether the Inclination, or 
Principle, Sympathy, or Antipathy of a- 
ny Perſon is conſider d: There is oy 

| rag 
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the Right and the Wrong, as to all 
Things in diſpute, throughout the World, 
and about-every Thing in it, or relating to 
it: So that it ſeems impoſſible for one with- 
out putting his Reaſoning Faculty intite- 
ly under Suſpence, and ſinking down in- 
to a perfect State of Indolence, nay Stu- 
pidity it ſelf, without obſerving the Dif- 
ference there may be in diverſity of Opi- 
nions, eſpecially in Religious Matters of 
the higheſt Concern and Importance, and 
thereby, as the Reaſons of either ſide 
do turn the Scales of Humane Judg- 
ment to incline to that which ſeems 
moſt agreeable to Revelation or Reaſon; 
this occurs every Day in the common 
Courſe of Diſputes, and all Men, how- 
ever vicious in Principles or Underſtand- 
ing, will yet affect to adhere to the Di- 
ctates of what they would call Reaſon, 
and ſtickle for what they pretend to be 
Truth. On this Aecount, as the Notions 
of Right and Wrong make different Im- 
preſſions, Mens Affections and Prejudices 
run either Way in Conſequence, to fix 
their Judgments or Apprehenſions, for de- 
claring at laſt, their Approbation, or diſ- 
like of whatever is the Subject of their De- 


1 


bate, and the Object of their Obſerva- 


tion. 
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As to my; ſelf, I declare to all the 


World, without letting them know who 
Jam, but what I am, that my Principles, 
ab origine, ever determined me to have 
an utter Abhorrence to all factious and 
ſeditious Principles conceived or vented, 
under what falſe Phenomenas or Appear- 
ances focver they were carry d and diſ- 
guiſed, that tend either - to ſubvert the 
Church of Eugland, as by Law Eſtabliſh d, 
our Liberties and Properties, with the 
ſpecious Pretences of Religion and Loyalty ; 
I honour my King, love my Native Coun- 
try, pay a due Deference and Submiſſion 
to my Superiors, reverence the Church, 
and yield an Obedience to the Laws of 
the Land, am for maintaining the Conſti- 
tution both in Church and State, and 
yet as I have been hred to the Study 
and Knowledge of the Laws of the 
Land, ſtill I am of Opinion, with great 
Submiſſion to the Legiſlature, that tis 
poffible, and certain, that ſome Laws, 
cho enacted by rhe Legiſlative Power 
of the Nation, may be unjuſt in the very 
Nature and Conſequence of them, and 
therefore unfit to be put in Execution, as 
chey may work a Miſchief. and Prejudice 
to ſeveral, Members of the Community, 
without any juſt Grounds, by ſuch Penal- 
ties as are annex d to them, to affect di- 
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verſePerſons for no other Crime, Offence, or 
Delinquency, but what is made ſo bythoſe 
very Laws; which being duly conſider- 
ed, with reſpect to the Reaſon and Foun- 
dation'of them, have nothing to ſupport 
them, but what is uſually made from a 


Pretence, for the Support or Defence of 


the Government, by the Influence of an 
over-ruling Faction at the Helm, to cruſh 
all others Jiffering in Religion or Politicks, 
with Regard to private Views and Self- 
Intereſt, in the governing Miniſtry, for 
making all Things ſubſervient to what they 
cover with the popular Notion of the Pub- 
lick Good, and the Intereſt of the Nation; 
ſo that after all, whatever Matters theſe 
Laws may make a Crime, Delinquency or 
Incapacity, upon Conſideration of the 


true Nature of them, clear d from all Diſ- 
= guiſe, and ſuperficial Odiums caſt over 
them, to give them external Deformities 


and Inconſiſtencies; yet upon a due and 


impartial Examination and Ons 2b to an 


equitable and unprejudiced Judgment, the 
Grounds for making ſuch Laws may, and in 
ſeveral Inſtances have appeared ro bequite 


> otherwiſe than what they were repreſented 
> ortakentobefromrthe Sanction of the Law, 


the Authority whereof is not allowed to 


be diſputed or call'd in Queſtion : Tho 


it is highly reaſonable in theſe Circum- 
ſtances 
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ſtances to diſtinguiſh between what is on- 
ly malum probibitum, and malum in ſe. 

J ſhall not run into the Argument from 
what is only given as a Sketch, to ſhew 
the Occaſion and Deſign of my writing 
theſe following Sheets, and offering them 
to the Conſideration of the Publick, for 
the Examination of all unbyaſs'd and un- 
prejudic d Perſons, to whoſe Judgment I 
ſubmit whatever I have written, with the 
uttermoſt Sincerity, abſtracted from all 
private Views and Intereſt, and being 
engaged to adhere to any Party whatſo- 
ever, further than is conſiſtent with Rea- 
fon and Truth. Propoſing to my ſelf no 
other End hereby, than fatisfying my 
own Mind in the firſt Place, and after 
to endeavour to do what is poſſible for 
me in this Matter, towards the filencing 
of all popular Clamours, and ſtopping 
the Original Sources, whence thoſe Mil- 
apprehenſions, Miſrepreſentations and Pre- 
judices ſpring and flow. Now I ſhall beg 
Leave to return from this Digreſſion, to 
the purſuit of the Caſe, that lies before 
me for the Proſecution of my Deſign, and 
to anſwer the End of this Eſſay. 

It is obſervable, that ſoon after the Bi- 
ſhop's Sermon was publiſhed by the King's 
Special Command, (which implies his Ma- 
jeſty's Approbation thereof) rhe Convoca- 


tion 


+ 1 Wh . „ os 2 Ed 1 . - Fn _— . 8 5 8 * K A IX. =. — . * Wes . 
a . : 112 * — pon : 
1 % wt. amr, leet wn. Se. en, IA bool BO: LEAST A Ao — —— A A, ba f ARR sv5 'S » 


779 


= | 5 _—_— „ 5 K. g* £ 1 s 5% N ; / " : R 3 p 
. tin about that Tie ſitting, took this 
e. | * * 7 | 0 | 
5 Sermon to Task; and a Committee was 
* appointed to inſpect, examine, and re- 


pott the Doctrines contained in it, as 
'S Orthodox or not; it is well known from 
mn the Account given of their Proceedings, 
that as ſome of them carry d Matters 
} very high, that they wanted no other 
"a 'F Inclinarion, or Propenſity to take any 
11 1 Occaſion of tearing to pieces Wich Ran- 

cour, Reyenge and Fury, a Man who 
had the Chriſtian Courage to attack 


* them in the moſt impregnable Forts of 
28 the Kingdom of Satan, and by the Force 


of Reaſon and inſuperable Conduct, to 
drive them out of their Poſts, and fly 
wich Confuſion and Shame. So they 

quickly diſcover d à Zeal to 'Cenſure 
ag and Condemn this Sermon; but the 
2 = Royal Authority interpoſed, and put a 


| Stop to the = On e's and the ill 
©  * Conſequences that might have atrend- 
75 ed, in Caſe rhe Spirit of ſome of the 


Coꝛrvotat ion had prevailed ro make a Rent 

in the Spiritual Kingdom of Chriſt, b 

aſſuming to themſelves a Power, whic 
they had not in them, for having any 
Cogniſance of this Sermon, or any other 
Matter, bur ſuch as they have the King's 
particular Directions and Warrant for ſo 
doing; he King cou'd not but be con- 
. t C cern d, 
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Diſcovery of this heavenly Kingdom, 


drew over it the Curtain of this Earth- 


(18) 


cern'd; in Honour and Prudence, not to 
ſuffer that, whereof he had been pleaſed 


co allow the Publication, to de ſubject | 
to the Prejudice, Pique, and Miſrepreſen- 


tation of 1 of Men, Who may as 
well pretend to have a Natural Averſion 
for we) others not of 47 755 1 255 
Complexion, as to fall foul upon the 
Biſhop, for differing in his Notions and 
Sentimehss from them. about the King- 
dom of Chriſt ; it is very obvious what 
the Biſhop aims at, through the. whole 
Tenor of his Sermon. | 


L 


Now even the Dean himſelf ſcems to 
admit this from the Biſhop, that he had 
chiefly in his View, two Ends and Pur- 


poſes, vi. the one to ſet aſide rhe cor- 
rupted Notions of the Church, the other 


to introduce the true one; but as a ſet- 
ting up a new Model of Government in 
the Kingdom of Chriſt, quite different 
from the Schemes of this World, and 
the Views of Temporal Intereſt, was the 
Aim of the Biſhop of Bangor ; on, this 


Account, all ſuch who had their Eyes and 
Hearts only fix d upon the Honour, Wealth 


and Grandeur of this ſublunary World, 
and the Power of it, enraged at 


which they covered with a Veil, a 
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ly Tabernacle, reſolve to buffet him with 
Satan, and to put him out of the Pale of 
the Church and Salvation; yet for all 
chis, the good Biſhop may ſay with 
St. Paul, Nevertheleſs the Lord ſtood with 
me, and ſtrengthened me, that by me the 
nd © Preaching might be fully known, and 
he bat all the Gentiles might bear, and 1 
154 was delivered out of the Mouth of the 
. * 7 1 on. 1255 TA ; | t 
'S 1 * juſt before mentioned Power, I 
cannot here omit obſerving to the Rea- 
der, that when, and where - ever that comes 
into the Hands of ſuch as wou'd have had 
the handling of the Biſhop, they ſeldom 
or ever fail to uſe and apply it with the 
uttermoſt Rigour, Severity, and Extent, 
under Pretence of doing God Service, and 
2 diſcharging that indiſpenſable Duty they 
= owe to Mother Church; thus ſetting up 
Z themſelves for the Miniſters and Ambaſ- 
2 ſadors of God, inſtead of inſtructing and 
| 9 edifying the People; they take all Occa- 
ſions, upon the leaſt Offence given, to 
inſult and lord it over ſuch as they claim 
and uſurp a Right of abſolving them from 
their Sins; +. if they were to expect 
=Z Forgiveneſs in this or the next World, to 
be ſure they were to be purged or purified, 
as by Fire, till the Wiſdom and Modera- 
tion of our Legiſlators aboliſhed the Wrtr 
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they lament the Deprivation of, eyen to 


this very Day. 


Such Proceedings! what do they ſhew 
but the Abuſe and Corruption of the Au- 


thority and Prerogative, which they cry 
aloud is devolv d to them from the Apo- 


ſtles, whoſe - Succeſſors they wou'd be ? 
Bur is this an Imitation of their nominal 
Predeceſſors, who, when they were com- 
miſſion'd to go and preach the Goſpel in 


the World, were commanded that they 
ſhould take nothing for their Journey, 
ſave a Staff only, no Scrip, no Bread, no 


Money in their Purſe, but be ſhod with 


Sandals, and not put on two Coats ? 
Are theſe Things regarded, or complied 
with by ſuch as call themſelves the Fol- 


lowers of the Apoſtles, and Chriſt 2 Is not 


the contrary to be ſeen every Day, in 


their Habits, State, and Luxury of Liv- 
ing, aſpiring to high Honours, and 
graſping at Power, and accumulating 
vaſt Treaſures here upon Earth, making 
a Craft of their Ordination, and turning 


Godlineſs into Gain? On ſuch Account 


are they not rather to be ſtiled Succeſ- 
ſors to Demetrius the Silver-Smith, cray- 


ing Allowance for the Difference of their 


Vocations, who making ſilver Shrines for 
the Temple of Diana, was therefore ex- 


aſperated 
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aſperated againſt St. Paul, for preachin 
Cri ro 35 People of Epheſus, 0 e 
fore they were excited to a Tumult, and 
would have inſulted Paul for no Cauſe 
that could be alledged, but that by Preach- 
ing the Goſpel, he brought their Craft 
into Danger, and they feared the Temple 
of their great Diana ſhould be deſpiſed; 
and all Afa might fall off from her Wor- 
ſhip and Adoration, had not the Town 
Clerk of Epheſus appeaſed rhe Multitude 
beckoned unto by Alexander the Copper- 
Smith, and put a ſtop to the Uproar and 
Inſurrection intended, by referring them 
to a legal Courſe of Proceedings againſt 
him, if they had any criminal Matters to 
lay to his Charge. I ſhall not take notice 
of any other Adverſary of the Biſhop of 
Bangor, whether Snape that would have 
laſhid him with a Rod from Eaton School, 
which after, like Moſes, his Wand turn'd 
into a Serpent, and ſtung its own Maſter 
with an incurable ſort of Poiſon, even to 
to drive the Man out of his Senſes, into 
the height of Lunacy and Madneſs : Nor 
will T in good: Manners, and with Regard 
to the Dignity of a. Biſhop, preſume to 
ſay any thing more to my Lord of Carliſle, 
who came I know not how unneceſlarily 
and officiouſly into the Scrape, than what 
our Saviour has expreſs it maſt be, that 

8 Offences 
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Offences muſt come, but woe be to him, by 
whom the Offence cometh ; nor ſhall J inter- 
meddle with the Reſentments of the Dean 
of Peterborough, for his being vouched as 
an Evidence, to teſtify a Matter of which 
he declared himſelf to be utterly igno- 
rant, as to a Point by which the Biſho 

of Bangor was to be ſtruck at in the mof 
tender Part, viz. his Honour and Inte- 
grity. Theſe Matters are too low: and 
mean to be taken Notice or regarded: 
You will fee, that I ſhall only rake in 
hand the Reverend Dean of Chzcheſter,- 
not with any Deſign that T haye to enter 
the Liſts of Divinity with him, which is 
not my Buſineſs or Profeſſion, but only 
to conſider him as to what he is pleaſed to 
fall foul upon the Biſhop of Baxgor's Ser- 
mon afore-mention'd, from the 93 
and Scope of it, as the Dean imagines, 
and the Conſequence of his Reaſons, for 


paving the Way towards Repealing the 


Corporation and Teſt Acts. | 
The Title of the Dean's Pamphlet, be- 
ing, A Vindication of the N e and 
Teſt Acls, T had ſome Groynds to appre- 
hend, that the Subject-Matter of it, was 
an Argument to the Law Part of the 
Caſe in Queſtion and Diſpute, for which 
T cou'd not doubt but tlie Dean of Chi- 
chefter, who is Maſter of the Temple, was 
| con- 
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conveniently. ſcituated for all the neceſſa- 
ry Helps towards ſuch an Undertaking, 
from learned Lawyers, wherewith both 
thoſe Two famous Societies muſt be ſup- 
pos d to abound, as well from an Oppor- 
tunity of having Recourſe to the Libra - 
ries chere, for. conſulting of Books and 
Caſes, to ſupply him with Authorities for 
his Arguments; tho at the fame Time, I 


q judged this Undertaking ſomething out 


of his Sphere, and therefore might upon 


4 probable Grounds, ſuppoſe in his going 


ſuch Lengths. out of, his common Road, 


he coud not eſcape; falling under ſome 
Errors, and Miſtakes; accordingly upon 

my rcading and perufirig this Pamphlet 
1 of the Dean's; I preten found that he 


was got betwixt Scy#a and Charibdys, and 


2X that if ſome miraculous Event, did not 


happen to bring him off, he muſt inevi- 
tably be caſt upon either of theſe Two 


far and deadly Rocks. I was the more 
- afeard of him, when I came to obſerve 
that he was fallen into a ſtrange Mind of 
forming porrentous Ideas of a Whale, 


which by ſome is interpreted the Levia- 


ban; and then I began to doubt that 


the Dean was got into ſome Degree of 


Y a. Frenzy, and that notwithſtanding his 
Armour of Faith from the Power of his 
Divinity, yet that Old Z7obbs had caught 


him 
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him by his Gown or Caſſock, and by 
twiſting of his Saſh, had turn'd his Brain 
upſide down, ſo that he was under a per- 
fect Vertigo of the Pericranium, and be- 
came delirious; and when it occur d to 
me, that he was making ſome Compari- 
ſon or Parallel betwixt this monſtrous 


Creature and an Elephant, I cou d not 
but be concern d, leaſt by the Way, from 


further Curioſity to ſee the Places where 
Elephants are bred, he might take a 


Whim to wander as far as the Eaſt- Indies 
for improving and correcting his Ideas 


of that Animal, whenever he ſhou'd be 


inform d that he was ſo widely miſtaken in 
his Parallel, and be devour d by a Tyger 
in the Way; certainly there is much a 
greater Diſparity. betwixt a Spiritual Be- 
ing, or. a Subſtance and a Corporeal 
One, than there .is of Difference berween 
Two Sorts of Animals, differing only in 


Element, and Tome Accidents, to 'ſhew * 


that the Fleſh of an Elephant, or the Fi- 


gure, Shape, Proportion, and Colour 


is not the ſame, nor any thing like to 
that of a Whal eee. 
This Title giving me this Notion of 
the Subject Matter of his Pamphlet, 1 
did not think it was out of the Way of 
my Profeſſion, to have ſome regard for 
obſerving what the Dean wou d be at ws 

; the 
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„ ihe Deſign of his Pamphlet, upon my 
y reading it over with ſome Attention, I 


4 found nothing of what I propos d to 
5 meet in it, or may be what the Dean 


would have intended or aimed at by it; 
* inſtead of giving Reaſons for making 


4 theſe Corporation and Teſt Acts, he ran up 
ſo high upon the Pinacles of the Church, 
Be that I was under the greateſt Conſidera- 
re tion to conſider how the Man wou'd 
* come down to the Ground, without run- 
mY ing a prodigious Hazard of breaking his 
Ne Neck; for that inſtead of laying a Foun- 


de 1 dation of Reaſon for the Superſtructure 
of his Law, he was a Top of the Croſs- 


in bar of the Weather-cock, much above the 
cr E - © . | EY" 
> > Altitude of Paul's, or Salisbury, or Grant- 
bam Steeple, looking awry ; I cou'd not 
e. | 
41 then but conclude he wou d be at a Loſs, 
. without a moſt violent Strain, to bring 
In off the wholeſome Severities of theſe Pe- 


nal Laws, by any Pretence or Colour to 
a Chriſtian Temper, and Moderation. 
Now when he takes on him to fence 
the Church with the Pale of theſe Laws, 
for putting Diſſenters to the uttermoſt 
Rack and Tryal of their Conſciences, 
does this in any ſort prove that che 
Chureh can be ſecured by any who are 
made Apoſtates by them, from their own 
Houſehold of Faith, and inſtead of Con- 
-- . D verts 
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verts bring Serpents and Scorpions into 
the Boſom of the Church; or as I may 
add another Compariſon like the Con- 
verſion whichhis Holineſs the Pope makes 
of the Jews, who being compell d by him 
to go.into the Churches at Rome, under 
his own Noſe, in Repcating their Ave- 
Maries and Pater-Noſters, mutter the moſt 
horrid Blaſphemies againſt Our Bleſſed 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt ; ſo that in ſhort, 
to cloſe up this Paragraph, I think the 
beſt Security any Church or Society f 
Chriſtians can have, depends chiefly up- 
on the Purity of their Doctrine, and the 
exemplary Lives of their Paſtors and Mi- 
niſters. 

Had the Dean rightly weighed what 
he was going upon, when he was about 
writing this Pamphlet, it had been high- 
ly for his Advantage, in Point of Repu- 
tation, and Quietneſs of his own Mind, 
that he had deferred the Conſideration 
of this Controverſy in ſuch a Manner, as 
was quite out of his Element, to another 
Opportunity, when he might have been 
more cool to conſider, how unfit, and un- 
able, and unqualify'd he was, without he 
will own he had Aſſiſtance from others, to 
take ſuch a Piece of Work in Hand, and 
which he confeſſes, that ſays he, Iwas ſo lit- 
tle prepar d for it my ſelf, and ſhou d be glad 
to 
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do be prevented; bur there I rake it, the 
Doctor comes off very lame with his Sin- 
cerity, for to be ſure, if he thought he 
was ſo little prepared for ſuch an Under- 
raking, and was equally of that Opinion, 
I can hardly queſtion his Diſcretion ſo 
much, as to think that if he had made a 
Beginning of ſuch a Task, yet that if he 
ſhot'd be glad ro be prevented of that, 
he wou'd afterwards have gone on with an 
Undertaking, for which, from his own 
Words and Confeſſion, I take it, the 
Dean was ſo little prepar'd; bur I hope 
in a little Time, to prepare my ſelf far- 
ther to obſerve what the Dean has ſo 
crudely and indigeſtedly thrown into his 
Pamphlet, as to ſwell into a Hundred and 
Twenty Pages, what he might compre- 
hend in Twenty, or Thirty, and ſaid as 
much ro the Purpoſe, if he had not been 
as averſe ro bring any thing within the 
Compaſs bf .Law and Reaſon, in his 
Mind, as he is againſt a Comprehen- 
fon Bill, in Favour of Proteſtant Diſſen- 
ters. | 
Bur to come to the Matter in Hand. 


The Reverend Dean, introduces his 
Vindication of the Corporation and Teſt 
Acts, &c. thus; ſays he, had the Queſti- 
on relating to the 5 eſt, been argued up- 

2 


on 
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on political Reaſons only, I ſhould nor 
have become a Party to the Diſpute ; and 

' fo goes on, but when Concern for Reli- 
gion was brought in, and ſecular Views 
carry d on under the Appearance of Zeal, 
to prevent Abuſes in the ſolemn Worſhip 
of Chriſtians, and when the Biſhop of 
Bangor had call d upon me in particular, 
to ſpeak to this Point, which he ſuppo- 
ſed I cou'd not do conſiſtently with re- 
conciling all Pretences to Perſecution, 1 
thought I might, without Offence, en- 
deavour to juſtify the Legiſlature, againſt 
the heavy Charge of turning aſide a Sa- 
cred Inſtitution of the Goſpel, from its 
Original and Natural Deſign, to a Pur- 
poſe againſt its own Nature, and con- 
trary to the End propoſed. by the Or- 
dainer. 8 ee Et et! 
How the Dean takes upon him, to 
ſhew you, and lay down the Reaſons 
that induced him to write this YVindicati- 
on, Viz. that it was in Defence and in 
Vindication of the Legiſlature and Legi. 
lative Power, aimed and ſtruck at by the 
Biſhop of Bangor; but the fingle Queſtion 
turns upon this Point, whether the Corpo- 
ration and Teſt Adi, be not ſuch Laws, in 
the very Nature and Complexion of 
chem, as for the Reaſons ſaid by the 
Dean to be alledged by the Biſhop of 


Bau- 
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Bangor, (that they are contrary to the 
| Nagel inn of the Subjects) then 
ought to be ft pealed or nut??? 

To oppoſe the Repeal of theſe Laws, 
the Dean in the Twenty Eighth Page of 
his Preface, before his Pamphlet, pretends 
to inform his Readers, the Corporation 
and Teſt Alls, and others of the like 
X Kind, were founded upon the Experience 
the Nation had of rhe Spirit and Temper 
of the many Sectaries amongſt us, and 
2X procceds then to 5 This made it im- 
poſſible to audid ſpeaking of the Behaviour 
of the Diſſenters, which gave Occaſion to 
= theſe _ e P wou'd. 8 
to qualify the Matter, by ſaying, bur 
11 hw N to peak N 
as to give no juſt Oſfence; yet in the 
Third Page, he changes: his Note, and 
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to ſays thus, 7 was 7 the Reader, 
ns 4 Specimen of the Biſhops Fairneſs and good 


Reaſoning in this Controverſy;forſhewing the 
in whole Anſwer to the Repteſentation is 
f- 2} made of Art, Diſguiſt and bitter Inſinua- 
16 tions againſt the Clergy, that whoever 
n \ ſhall reply to it, Step by Step, will find 
0- A} himſelf in a very low yer tedious Em- 
in ployment. The World Will foon be tired 
of of a Conttoverſy that riſes to no higher 
© 2 Point, than I did not mean ſo, and 
of you did mean fo; ſo concludes, and 3 
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Writer muſt be at a great Loſs to ſpend 
his Time, who can be willing to purſue 
ſuch Trifles thro a Quire of Paper. What 
does all this amount to, but that the 
Dean wou d be underſtood in general 
Terms to hint his meaning, which he 
does. not think proper particularly to 
expreſs, with reſpect to ie Diſſenters at 
this Time, leaſt he might ſeem to rake 
up the Aſhes of the Dead, and to rancour 
an old Wound that is not yet healed, on- 
ly skin d over? Now that he can't be ſup- 
poſed to ſay this from any Chriſtian 
Temper or Moderation, but with Preva- 
rication, Artifice and outward Shew, I 
think is very plain, if you conſider his 
Sentiments almoſt in the ſame Breath of 
the Biſhop of Bangor, „e foregoing 
Reflections, viz. the whole Anſwer to 
the Repreſentation, is made up of Art 
and Diſguiſe, &c. to avaid Repetition 
of what has been ſaid before. revs 
Is this the beſt Way the Dean can take 
to reaſon with the Biſhop, or to confute 
him in his Arguments? Is ſuch Language 
fit to proceed from the Mouth of a 
Dignitary in thę Church of Exgland, as 
_ eſtabliſhd by Law, for miſrepreſenting 
and calumniating a noble Prelate of the 
fame Church 2 How will this quadrate 
with the Rule of St. Paul, Epbeſ. iv. Hh 3. 
als nar 
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That we ſhou d Endeavour to keep the 
Unity of the Spirit in the Bond if Peace. 
And what he ſays in another Place, Speak 
not evil of Dignities and Powers 2 And more- 
over, doth not this plainly ſhew and ma- 
nifeſt what Our Saviour declared to the 
Phariſees, there is nothing from without 
a Man, that entring into him, can defile 
him; but the Things that come out of 
him, thoſe are the Things that defile the 
Man? This J bring as an Inſtance, to prove 
the Corruption of the Dean's Heart, and 
the Rankneſs of his Liver, and that how- 
ever he would utterly diveſt himſelf of 
the Spirit of Perſecution, yer read but 
the Man a little way, and you will with» 
out going great Lengths, ſee how incon- 
ſiſtent the Doctor is with himſelf. I can- 
not but obſerve, he ſhews his Cunning in 
diſclaiming all Pretence to Perſecution at 
this Time of the Day, when ſenſible that 
X he can't ſpeak out againſt Liberty in a 
> free Nation, but he becomes obnoxious 
to the Government for ſo doing, where- 
fore that he might keep himſelf, (as he 
hopes) in whole Skin, he rakes Umbrage 
from the Laws, to palliate the Zeal, 
Temper and Principles, which if he 
thought convenient, or ſeaſonable to 
ſpeak out, wou d ſoon diſcover the Kid- 
ney of this true Son of the Church; like 

2 unto 
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unto a Whited Sepulchre, which indeed 
appears beautiful outward, bur. is within 
full of Dead Mens Bones. | | 

But now I come over from his Preface 
to the Book itfelf, wherein the Doctor 
runs ſo many Diviſions and Subdiviſions 
upon the Text, which he makes the Sub- 
je& of the Controverſy with the Biſhop 
of Bangor, that a Man may not improperly 
fay he has traversd over all the Points 
of the Compaſs at the ſame Time. I muſt 
beg Leave to obſerve, that as the malifu- 
rious Reaſons contained in the Doctor's 
Book of Yiadication, cant be ſuppos'd to 
be all his own, but a meer Collection or 
Huddle of all the Points, and Arguments, 
drawn up by the Committee of the Lower- 
Houſe of Convocation, I cannot forbear 
thinking, that the Doctor's Book, like 
the Trojan Horſe, with all the Arms 
brought together, from the Artille- 
ry of the Church Militant here upon 
Earth, is thereby more powerfully forti- 


fy'd to bear down the Biſhop of Bangor, 


and all other Opponents before him; for 


this the Dean wants nothing of Advan- 


tage of additional Helps from a natural 
Aſſurance, and an Hereditary Arrogance, 
beſides an irrefragable Poſitiveneſs in his 
Way, to ſhew you in ſome Meaſure, 


under the auſpicious Reign of King 
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Grone, the like Spirit and Temper, 
which the Old Man manifeſted againſt 
taking the Oarhs to King William and 
Queen Mary; upon their Acceſſion to the 
Crown of England, ſoon after the Revo- 
tation, tho' he thought fit to recant and 
alter his Opinion; whatever Difference 
thete may be between the Circumſtances 
of the Two Caſes, yet I hope, they will 
come nearet together, than that immenſe 
Diſproportion and Diſſimilitude he makes 
between the Deſcription of an Elephant 
n CRF 
A s the Doctor has applyed himſelf to 
à double 'CHaſe of Animals in different 
Elements; in the One, he wou'd do well 
do take care that he does not go far our 
of his Knowledge by Land, as to find 
himſelf in a Wood, or an intricate bound- 
leſs Foreſt ; nor in the Other, to launch 
ſo far into the Deep, as to venture out 
of his Reach, leaſt he may be at a great 
Lofs to extticate himſelf out of the Dif- 
ficulties of rhe Chaſe, and to ſave him- 
ſelf from ſinking in the Profundity of the 
Octan; as the Old Man was in his At- 
tempt to explicare the Myſtery of rhe 
Holy Trinity, Which whilſt he pretended 
to demonſtrate, he found himſelf loſt in 
chat Blaze of Light, or to ſpeak by the 
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Rule of Contraries, ſo confounded in ur- 
ter Darkneſs, that only ſhewed at laſt he 
was in the moſt complicated Confuſion, 2 
and Ignorance ; however, conſidering ® 
that the Dean is ſaid to be of the Wizel 

Kind, what Hole can't that ſhifting Ani- 
mal creep thro, where it can ſet or thruſt 
in its Head, ſo that it can't be ſuppos d 
that he can be at a Loſs, for paſſing thro 
the narroweſt Crany or Difficulty which 
may lie in his Way. Whilſt the Dean 
moſt inſolently and with the greateſt 
Contempt, vents the meaneſt Things he 
cou'd ſay of himſelf, or gather from the 
Committee, Viz. that the whole Anſwer *® 
to the Repreſentation was made up of 
Art, Diſguiſe, Complaints, and bitter In- 
ſinuations againſt the Clergy, amongſt o- 
ther Matters before cited our of him, in- 
ſinuates, the World will ſoon be tired with 
a Controverſy, that riſes to no higher a 
Point, than I did not mean ſo, and you 
did mean ſo, c. in ſhort, he wou'd ri- 0 
dicule the Biſhop's Way of explaining his 
own Notions, and coming. at-the Mean- 
ing of his Adverſaries, as if the only Wa 

to put an End to the Controverſy at laſt, 


* 


was not to know what was meant, or in- 
tended of either Side. This is a peculiar 
Air in the Dean, to aſſert ſuch -a Me- 


| (35) 
chod of Confuting or Silencing his Ad- 
Nverſary, by an unintelligible 2 of 
empty. Words, which are, vox & preterea 
= nihil. 
I ſhould be as verboſe and ſuperabundant 
in 7rifles, as the Dean, if I ſhould pre- 
tend to take notice of every thing that 
he has inſerted in his Pamphlet, ro amuſe 
his Readers with a Multitude of inſignifi- 
cant Ideas, which are as much abſtracted 
from Reaſon, as a Spirit or Apparition is 
from Matter. Wherefore J ſhall not trou- 
ble my ſelf, nor weary the Reader's Pati- 
Z ence with incongruous Productions of the 
” Dean's prolifick Brain, and the complica- 
ted Notions of the Committee. I ſhall chen - 
= confine my ſelf ro obſerve him only as 
to thoſe Points, which ſeem to be rhe 
principal Deſign of the Argument, and 
XZ conſider his Poſitions and Principles, (if 
to uſe his own Expreſſion, I may not call 
them Prejudices) as they will ſet the Man 
and all his ſpecious Pretences to Reaſon- 
ing, and Confutation of the Biſhop in a 
true Light. | 
The Dean follows the Rout, and goes 
on to ſay, that cou'd this Charge be made 
good, no Chriſtian wou'd want any other 
Reaſon to be given for repealing the Te/? 
Act, and admits that the Law, which in- 
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troduces an Abuſe of Religion, which 
perverts a ſacred Inſtitution of the Goſ- ' 


pel, can be no Security to it; and there- 


fore the Friends of the Church ought to 


be the Foremoſt in ſuch Circumſtances to d 


part with it; but he ſeems to puzzle 
ere, and be at a Fault, and in doubt 


whether this be the Caſe or no, and ſets 


forth the Deſign of his Papers to examine; 


as the Dean is a Man of a quick Turn of 


Thought, he ſoon recovers the Fault, and 
to carry the Reader directly to the Point 
in diſpute, ſays the Dean, I muſt tell 
© him, it had been obſerved as a Conſe- 
* quence of the Biſhop's Doctrine, that 


© no Religious Qualifications (muſt) any 


longer be inſiſted on. Here, I preſume, 
the Dean thought it unneceſſary to men- 
tion by whom ſuch Conſequence had been 
obſerv d, and I cannot but think, ſuch an 
Omiſſion very ſeaſonable and proper, 
ſince the Dean knew it wou d be Imper- 
tinence, to expreſs by whom ſuch Conſe- 

uence was obſerv'd ; which, after it was 

one, was ſo manifeſted to the World, 
that every Body, who, had read the Re- 
preſentation, knew it as well as he; ſo 
that I muſt do the Dean that Juſtice, as 
to allow him to be only not impertinent 
here, however he might be incapable of 


ex- 


Jexcuſing himſelf for that Fault in all o- 
ther Parts of his Pamphlet. | 8 
Before I proceed any farther with the 
Dean, with humble Submiſſion to the can- 
did Reader, I think it neceſſary to premiſe 
certain Grounds or Poſitions, with reſpect 
to the making, diſcontinuing, or repeal- 
fing Laws, which all Gentlemen that have 
been bred to the Study of our Laws, and 
Jhave been converſant with Reports relat- 
ing to Caſes for explaining” the Deſign, 
Scope, and Tendency of Acts of Parlia- 
ment, meet with and find in ſuch Volumes. 
1. That for the making of any Act of 
Parliament, there is ever to be preſumed 
= ſome Reaſon or Cauſe, or other, without 
which no Law wou'd ever be made by 
the Legiſlative Power, who are intended 
"Fro be the collective Wiſdom of the Na- 
tion. - | 
X 2. That at any time there may be an 
2X Occaſion or Reaſon for making of a Law, 
which for a particular Reaſon may at 
another Time ceaſe, and when that hap- 
pens, and the Cauſe ceaſes which gave 
Occaſion to, ſuch Law, the ſame, as being 
unneceflary or ſuperfluous, or it may be 
indeed prejudicial to the Publick, may 
upon very juſt Grounds be ſet aſide and 
TX repealed by the ſame Legiſlative Power 
There 
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that made it, 
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There may be Reaſons of State urged 


for this, from the Circumſtances of Times, 


and even what might ſeem at one Time 
neceſſary to be made a Law for the Pre- 
ſervation of the Government, by Alterati- 
on of Perſons and Things, may after prove 
deſtructive or prejudicial to the ſame Com- 

munity. El 
T will grant then, what the Dean is 
pleaſed to ſay in his Preface to his Vindi- 
cation of the Corporation and Teſt Alls, &c. 
that they were founded upon the Expe- 
rience which the Nation had of the Spi- 
rit and Temper of the many Sectaries a- 
mongſt us; and this made it (as he would 
have it) impoſſible to avoid ſpeaking of 
that Behaviour of the Diſſenters, which 
gave Occaſion to theſe Acts. I ſhall not 
diſpute with him the Grounds that he 
builds his Vindication of theſe Laws up- 
on, and ſhou'd give him his due Praiſe, 
if he had in the Purſuit of his Argu- 
ment, uſed that Tenderneſs wherewith he 
pretended to call to mind the Miſcarriage 
of former Times; but as from that firſt 
Appearance in Sheep's Cloathing, he comes 
afterwards to ſhew the real Wolf, I am 
obliged to make uſe of the ſame Caution 
which is left us by our Saviour Chriſt, &c. 
Beware of Wolves in Sheeps Cloathing ; and 
as 
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as I have a Scripture to warrant what } 
ſay, I am in the Reader's Judgment, how 
properly the Moral is apply d, and adapt» 
ed to the Fable. 
Indeed, according to the Way of the 
Dean's arguing and Principles, that he 
founds his Diſcourſe upon, I may (Ithink) 
not without Grounds, ſuppoſe, that he 
endeavours to make theſe Laws, the Cor- 


poration and Teſt Acts, Immutable, like 


the Laws of the Medes and Perſiaus, that 
under ſuch a ſtrong Poſſeſſion of Mind, he 
may fancy himſelf one of thoſe Nations, 
inſtead of being a Subject of Great-Britain; 
and that he is a Member of the ſame-unal- 
terable, unchangeable Conſtitution; but 
J find it impoſſible for me to hold up this 


Opinion of the Dean, for that J obſerve 


him varying and ſhifting in every Page of 
his Pamphlet, being ever inconſiſtent with 
himſelf, and like Proteus, turning into all 
Shapes and Forms; and after the manner 
of a Fack-a-Lent, ſometimes glaring with 
Light, and at others obſcur d in Dark- 
neſs, as he finds it for his Purpoſe to 
turn towards us the light or the dark 
ſide of his Lanthorn. 


To put this into a clearer Light, what 
I mean by it is, that Religion is the 
Light which the Dean pretends 0e 
uſe 


(40) 
uſe of, for to lead Men into his Opinion, 
but tis evident that Pride, Vain-glory, 
Self-conceit, and the Spirit of 'Contradi- 
ction, and Self-intereſt is intended by that 
Darkneſs, which as figuratively ſpoken 
of, which for that Reaſon is explain d, 
at the Reader might not be leſt igno- 
rant of what I mean, ſo as to give any 
Perſon Occaſion to ſay, I write Enigma- 
tically, or to require an Explicarion of 
what might be incomprehenſible or unin- 
telligible; bat ro ſtick cloſe to my Man. 1 
_— take him up in his own Words 
01S: en 
Says the Dean, to paſs by every thing 
in this Reflection, but the Reaſonings 
mix d with it, (meaning what he had ci- 
ted juſt before out of the Biſhop's Au- 
ſwer,) That is worthy of him who con- 
© tends profefſedly for making Religion 
4 Civil Teſt, for debaſing the moſt Sa- 
© cred Thing in the World into a Politi- 
cal Tool, and Engine of State.” *Tis 
evident that the Biſhop's Argument de- 
pends upon thar Principle, that Religio 
ought not to be made a Civil Teſt. 
'Tis obſervable, 'that here the Dean 
thiaks he has got the Biſhop ar a mighty 
Diſadvantage, and ſoon makes him fly 
from his Poſt, even as to affirm, that in 
* N 
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by the Writers in this Controverſy about the 
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Anſwer to chis he reply d, Is not Religi- 
on the Teſt in every Cate where an Oath 
is required. {Thar this drove the Biſho 

e be What he had ſaid againſt 
making Religion a Civil Teſt, refer d on- 
ly to the Sacramental Teſt. 
It is plain, this Anſwer or Explication 
of the Biſhop; puzzled the Dean's Under- 
ſtanding ſo, that ſays he in Conſequence 
toc this, upon what Reaſon I cannot i- 
magine, for I will not ſuppoſe him to 
chink there is no Religion but che Sa- 
crament, or that any Religion but the 


Sacrament may be debaſed into a Poli- 


tical Tool, or an Engine of State; this 
is a clear Inſtance tliat the Dean owns 
himſelf to be under a Dilemma, and that 
when he thought he had driven the Biſhop's 
Horſe into the Pound, he found he had put 
in his own thro' the Occaſion of à Miſt, 
which took away from his Opticks the 
Opportunity and Benefit of diſtinguiſhing 

But from thence, he has a Recourſe to 
the Laws for 3 Replevin, to retrieve - 
what he had loſt by an unlucky Miſtake, 
and for raiſing a Demur upon the Point, 
ſays the Dean, The Laws relating to this 
Controverſy, have not been rightly conſider d 


Teſt; 
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. Teſt; having conſulted none of thoſe Au- 
thors in che Matter, I ſhall not take up- 
on me to ſay, whether the Dean is right 
or wrong in this Reflection, nor indeed 
does it concern me to ask him, who they 
are he means by it; ſo let that go as an 
Arrow ſhot at Random, without any par- 
ticular Aim or Direction, into the Air: 
Whoever theſe Authors were, ſays the 
Dean, they ſeem to argue meerly upon 

popular Miſtakes, and call the Sacrament 
the Teſt, and ſometimes the Qualificati- 
on for an Office, whereas, ſays he, they © 
cannot be both, from a Difference he 
wou d make, and a Diſtinction between rhe 

Teſt, and the thing to be teſtify d by it, 

Jene dliſtinguis Domine Doctor, moſt nicely 


diſtinguifh'd, arty Rovers Doctor; by 


this you have ſhewn your ſelf a moſt 
conſummate Maſter of the Schools, this 
cannot but Fre you a juſt Right to the 
Chair, for ſhewing the true Deſign and 
Intent of the Legiſlature, in requiring the 
Sacramental Teſt So no hear the Do- 
.or firſt reading the Law, and after ex- 
pounding it in his own Way. 0 
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By k the Izth of Car. 2. Stat. 2. Cap. 1. 

Tis enacted, That no Perſon ſhall in any 

Corporation, be elected Mayor, Alder- 
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% man, &c. who ſhall not within a Yoar 
„ before his Election, have taken the Sa- 
crament of the Lord's Supper, accord- 
ing ro the Rites of the Church of Eng- 
Nrn. CLE 


By the 25th of Car. 2: Cap. 2. It is en - 
acted, That all and every Perſon, that 
* ſhall bear any Office, Civil or Milita- 
ry, &c. ſhall rake the Oaths of Supre- 
*. macy' or Allegiance, and alſo ſhall re- 
©-'ceive the Sacrament of the Lord's Np 
per, according to the Uſage of 

* Church of England, &c. and make 
* Proof of his having receiv'd, as therein 
appointed, upon Pain of being incapa- 
„ ble of the Office, and other Penalties 
«in the Act expreſſed. And the laft 
*, Clauſe, expresſly excepts all inferior 
*© Offices thereour. 3 

No hear the Doctor Expounding the 
Laws; the Latter of theſe Acts, is decla- 
red by the Act of Toleration, to extend 
to Proteſtant Diſſenters; the Former 
expresſly relates to Them, and Both are 
— tao Io Anne Cap. 2. to be made 
for the Security of the Church of England, 
which with regard to the Time wherein 
ic is made, is very worthy of Remark, 
and will fall under Ay Conſideration, 

* in 
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in a more proper Place rUponthis; the 
Rabbi makes a Superſtrtucture of his own, 
and ſays, that theſe Acts being made fort 
the Security of che Church, as by Law 
eſtabliſh'd, 7. e. for the. Security of the 
Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitution of this Realm, 
he wou'd make, the Intention plainly 
was to keep Nonconforimiſts of all Sorts; 
whoſe Principles and Affection to their 
own Way, cannot but lead them ta ufe 
any Power put into their Hands, tothe 
Hurt of the eſtabliſnd Church, trom 
which they have ſeparated; out of Offices, 
Civil or Military, and out of the Govern 
ment and Direction of Corporations, to 
the End that the Succefiion may be moſt 
probably perpetuated in(xhe Hands of 
Perſons well affected to His Majeſty, and 
the eftabliſhd Government, and ſot rhe 
Preſervation of the publick Peace in 


Church and State, fo here he makes a 
n the Biſhop, biz. Where 
pleaſe to obſerve that 


direct Point upo 
his Lordſhip may 
Affection to the eſtabliſſid Government, 
includes a Concern for the publick Peace, 
both of Church and State, and that choſe 
Acts, tho efpecially regarding the eſta · 
bliſh'd Church, are yet in the Senſe and 


Eye of the Law, Acts for the Preſervati- 


of theſe 
Realms, 


on of the eſtabliſn d Government 
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Realms; which was always underſtood 


to include Mattets Eccleſiaſtival, as well 
48 Civil. 1 (85/1 300 11 f Cot 

Upon the Reading of all uus; can any 
Body doubt the Doctor s profaund Kn 
ledge of the Laws, and that hate ver Per- 
fection Ke has acquired in Divinity, to 
become alreadyla Dean, ant} hereafter, in 
good. Times, may have teaſbnable Ex- 
peRation' of a Biſhoptick\; that he is 
not in: the mean time | tightly: 2 
bot che Bench, and to be mude a Judge, 
uch a Place cou d  be> confiſtent with 
the Faculty of ur Divine- In either of che 
Capacities; he wants not a moſt prompe 
Gams, for juũ gent, or: Canſire,” and 
mighd not bo leſs forward co condemn 
Proteſtant Piſſanter for tbeiug 2 Rebel to 
the State, than for ia Heretick or Schiſ- 
matick from iche ctrue Catholick Church. 
Anda Man muſt give d very tlear Account 
of nis Principles, and ulenia bie Proofs of 
bis Sincerityand Loyalty fhar if he ere to 
ſtandthe Examination of rlie Dean, having 


he was nothing of either; bat a downrighit 
perverſe, rigid Separatiſt, before he could 
be ſafe from arm or mme. 

I muſt own, that the Dean moſt pro- 
found Skill in cheſe Penal Laws, (Which 


he 


Power totty kim as aRebetorHedctick;and * 
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he calls the Serurity of the Eſtabliſh's 
Church, and the Envy of thoſe who hate 
it) puts ir outof my Reach to comprehend 
what he means by ſaying amongſt many 
other Things, That every Body who can 
© read Exgliſhwith a tolerable Underſtand- 
ing, may know as well as the Dean, that 
© theſe Acts, tho eſpecially regarding the 
Eſtabliſn d Church, are yet in the Senſe 
and Eye of the Law, Acts for the Preſer- 
vation of che Eſtabliſſd Government of 
theſe Realms, as if Laws made for the 
Eſtabliſhment of the Church might be 
ſuppoſed inconſiſtent with the Security of 
the Goverument: I believe no Man is ca- 
pable of giving any Inſtance, or Proof 
for ſuch a Suppoſition, except in Caſes 
where Laws are made in Favour of Per- 
ſecution, by putting it into the Hands of 
any Set of Men to proſecute all People 
made os to the Penalties of rhoſe 
Laws, only for Difference of Opinions, 
and Points in Religion; not it may be 
in Fundamentals, or Matters of Faith, 
but only Circumſtantial, and Things in- 
different ; it is too 'freſh'in the Memory 
of many now living, that in the Time of 
putting the Penal Laws in Execution un- 
der the Reign of King Charles the Second, 
what Seizures, Confiſcations, Impriſon- 
$1 ments, 
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ments then happened to the Ruin and 
Deſtruction of ſo many Families; and all 
this was look d upon to be juſt, and do- 
ing of God Service, for no other Reaſon, 
than that Iniquity was eſtabliſhed by a 
Law, and Religion calld in Aid to co- 
ver with its Sanctity, the Cruelties, Ex- 
tortions, and Oppreſſions of ſuch, who 
had their only Views, to found the King- 
dom of Chriſt in the Powers of Dark 


neſs. 
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